Have you ever thought of keeping a pet? What
should we consider before keeping one? Do you
know what the most popular pets are in Hong
Kong?

However, exotic pets may need special attention
and many are unsuited to the local environment.

Dogs and cats have been the most popular pets for
people in Hong Kong to keep. However, in recent
years, more and more people like to keep exotic
animals.

What are some of the common exotic pets found in
Hong Kong? Are you familiar with any of the
following?

Some of them may even be endangered species and
should not be kept in captivity.

Hedgehogs
What are exotic pets?
In general, exotic pets refer to animals that are not
native to Hong Kong.

Hedgehogs can be found in Europe, Asia and
Africa. They are covered with sharp spines, which
is one of their distinct features. The spines are used

Why do people keep exotic pets?
There are different reasons for why people like to
keep exotic pets. Some people want to keep an
unusual animal as a pet. Others may think that
keeping exotic pets make them different from
others. Or they find the animal cute and buy it out

for defense when they are scared or nervous. They
are nocturnal and spend most of the day sleeping.
They like to play and run in wheels, so they may
make a lot of noise at night. They are not the best
choice for people who go to bed early. They are
easy to care for and they have very little smell.
They are cute, curious and cuddly.

of impulse.

Snakes
There are different species of snakes.
The most popular snake that is kept as
a pet is the python. It can be found in
Africa, Asia and Australia. There are 31
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Dormice
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or Asia. They have long periods of hibernation which may last up to six
months if the outside temperature remains cold. They are small in general.
Their body length is only 3-4 inches. They look like a mouse but with
bushy tails. They are nocturnal and quite active at night. They are social
animals and can be kept in groups of two or more.
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No matter what kind of pet that you want to keep, you have to be a responsible pet owner. Once you
keep a pet, you should be committed to taking good care of it and keeping it for the rest of its life.
Don’t abandon any pets. Also, you can consider adopting one from the SPCA instead of buying
one from a pet shop.
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The Pleasures of Being a Pet Owner!
If you’ve ever had a pet, you’d know how much pleasure they can bring to your lives. I don’t
have a pet at the moment as I don’t think I could give it all the time and attention it would need.
Owning a pet is a big responsibility, and much thought should be given to whether you should keep
one or not.
My first pets were 3 goldfish bought from a high street pet shop. They were tiny
little thingss

I took home in a clear plastic bag. I kept them in a fish tank and they lived happily

for many
years. Watching them swim around was a good way to relax. Sadly, when one of
them died, the others followed soon after. I put them in a plastic box and buried them in the
garden. It is a sad day when a pet passes away, but they live on in our memories.
I do enjoy listening to people’s stories about their pets. It’s very interesting to hear what they get up
to – the way they behave is often very surprising and amusing. If you have a funny pet story, I’d
love to hear it.
I enjoy watching the TV channels Animal Planet and Nat Geo Wild, especially
ems
shows which feature pet owners and the problems they have with their pets. These problems
ing
can be very frustrating for both owner and animal, but it’s amazing to see pet experts giving
advice that can help solve these problems and bring about a happy ending.
According to the SPCA, pets can be found in 12% of all households in Hong Kong, with dogs
(37%), cats (18.9%) and turtles and tortoises (18.7%) being the top 3 types of pet. If you have a pet,
I hope you have many years of happiness together. If you are thinking of becoming a pet owner,
make sure you do some research before you make a commitment. Pets can give us so much
pleasure, but we must remember to be a responsible pet owner!
Pet statistics:
https://www.spca.org.hk/en/animal-welfare/what-is-animal-welfare/animal-welfare-in-hong-kong

